Mr. Francis Jenk's Speech 


Spoken in a Common Hall, -the 24th. of Tune 167 g. 
forwhich he hath been ever fince maligned 
and ſcandalized by the PAPISTS 

and their Abetters. > 


My. Common Sergeant, 


Grievances, which the City norv groans under, and which ſeem to threa- 
ten the ruine and deſtruftion of the whole, that if there be not ſome 
Ipeedy redreſs, there will be little need of Magiſtrates and Officers ; for 
there will be no City br People left here ro be Governed. 

London has once already been burned to aſhes, and firing is now be- 
come fucha Trade, that not only Lond, the Burrough of Southwa k, 
and the places adjoyning, þnr all the Cities, Burroughs, Towas Corpo- 
rate, and places of principal Trade throughout the whole Kingdom, 
are perpetually indanger; fo that no rational or conſiderate man a- 
monglt us can promile himſelf, his Wife, his Children, or Eſtate one 
nights ſecurity, but they may all be deyoured in the conſuming flames, 
except lome (peedy and cficctual courſe be taken® *'. 

Bur this is nor all ; For were our Holes ſectire from fire, yet ſuch 
is the general decay of Trade, as if nor remedied, muſt unavoidably 
bring the whole City to poverty and ruine ; anditis conceived, thatthis 
is very muchoccaſioned by the French, 'who have laid ſuch great Impoſi- 
tons upon our Woolleri Cloth, Stuffs, and other Manufactures, that we 
have almoſt loſt our Trade with Francezthey have ſpoild our Trade with 
Holland, Elders and Germany, by a deſtructive War; they have ruined 
our 1 rade at home, and beggared-many thouſands of our honeſt and 
mduſtrious Weavers, and other Engliſh Manutfactors and Traders, by the 
| valt quantity of their Silks, and other unneceflary Commodities import- 
' Ehitiier : lo that upon anexa&t ballance ofthe Trade between us and 
tem taken, it has been demonſtrated, that this City and Kingdom 


doth 


; [2 ] 

doth loſe Eleven hundred thouſand ponds every year. By means whcreot, | 
they who in Queen Elizabeths time might not be ſuffered to build Men Y| 
of War are now grown ſo powerful at Sea, asto be able to bear both 

Dutch and Spaniard, and have made themlelves'in a manner ſole Milters 
of the Mediterranean Sea : And they are grown ſo prelumptuousas daily 
to injure and affront our Engliſh Merchants,and ſomerimes in his Majelties 
own Ports. Their Priyateers daily take our. Merchants Ships, plunder 

others, ſtrip, impriſon and torment our. $$g4mento the great dilcou- | 
ragement of our Engliſh Navigation, and almolt ruine of the Merchant. | 


Lſhall inſtance but in one thing more, but that 
is worſe than all the reſt, That 2s the juſt appre- 
henſion that 1s upon the minds of good men of danger tohis 
Majefties Perfin and the Proteſtant Religion. 


L had not ſpoken this at this time and place, bur having the honoux 
to {erve this City in Common Council, I have endeavoured ar leveral 
times to bring theſe things before that Court, but could not. In the end 
of the laſt Common-Council 1 did delire my Lord Mayor that a 
Common-Council might [peedily be held to hear and confider of a 
Petition about trade, ſubſcribed by a grearnumber of Citizens of good 
quality, and his Lordſhip did then promiſe that.a Common-Council 
ſhould ſpeedily be held ; Bur it is a good time ſince, and there have been 
many Fires and Lofles, but no Common-Council. Wherefore me-thinks 
itdoth become the wiſdom and gravity of this Court notto admit of 
any longer delay in a matter wherein their All is concern'd. And I da/ 
humbly moye ( and I conceive it is not only my lenſe but the ſenſe of 
the far greater partof this Court ) that ſome Members of this Court may 
accompany the Sheriffs and Mr. Common Sergeant before we proceed 
ro any other matter, to wait upon my Lord Mayor, aud the Court of 
Aldermen, to defire that a Common-Council might ſpeedily be held, 
humbly to Petition His Majeſty, That for the quieting and ſatisfying the 
minds of his liege People, and for remedy of the many miſchiels 
andgrievances ive now groan under, He would gratiouſly be pleaſed 

( according to theurcs of 4th. and 36th. of Edvvy. 3. ) immediately to: 
call a New Parliament. | 


FINTIS. 


